Few of the members of The Ancient Mariners’ Leugue

in Sydney have such a winning persomility as Caplatn
Robert Chevin Qhest, now one of the port's leading ship-
brokers. Capiain Ghest has had an honourable carder at
seq. and when he retived in 1887 he
vas generally respected by all who
had sailed with him. That respect
for Wrim as o saiior and & man is sl
evidenced by hiz general popularity
in mrutical circles, Captain Ghest
wis borp in Lineolnshire within the
sound of “Great Tom,” sel In the
tower of Linenln Cathedral in 1547,
and was one of u family of five sons
and fve dougliers, His futher was &
farmer of some standing in the county
Before young Ghest (for that is how
we must describe him in looking back
1o thpse warly days) wee ont of his
1eens, he had evineed o strong desire
in gt on sali-waber as B bodding of-
ficer of the mercantile marine. His
father was quite asgreeable to the lad
tuptilling his ambition, and when he
was thirieen vears of age he eniered
him as a cadel on the famouns training-
ship “Conway.” which had then just
been commissioned. Ghest was one
of her first cadets, and today he I8
the oldest swember of ihe Uonway
Club. baur one, a Commander H. L.
Wilson, R.N.R., who joined with him as a Conway cadet in
1866, The two iads put in their training perind together,
and in 1362 were drafted out into the mercantile marine
as midshipmen aboard the lron sailing vessel "Corne
wallie,” 1300 tons, under a Captain Price This vessel
wae on the horth for Srdpey, NS W with cargo and pas.
sengers, and leaving London early in the year, she made a
goed passage oat Bere m 102 days.  The volige Was goile
uneventful, but yonng (Ghest wus by no meats sorry when
it ended, for thronghout the whole trip he was g viclim of
mabde-mer, though the weather was anything bur tempes-
tous.  Having landed her cavgo, the “Cornwallis” loaded
for Madras and Calentta, via the Lesuwin. and ran into
very heavy weather whilat going through Basz Straits
Unriousty enongh, voung Ghest, s seon as the had weather
et in, lost all signs of sea-sickness, and from that day 1o
this Bins never suffered fromm it. I the rough sea, greal
vare had to be taken of a large unmber of horses, which
hud heen shipped ot Sydney; but the storm was weathered,
and, in faet, the whole vovage finisned without a norse
being lost or injured, The trip te Madras occupied
seventy days, and Caleutta having been duly reached, a
rargo wag taken mboard for London. Hefore departure,
nowever, voung {thest had an opporiunity of zsaing the
exquisite decorations and ilinminations in the Indian capi-
! in henour of the marriage of the then Prince of Wiales,
luter King Edward VIL  Promotion, too, had been rapid
for him, for before Calcutia was rexched, he had been
mnde acting third mate. This position became permuanent.
for the third mate, who had been ill, died hefore India was
left bebindg, and when the “Cornwallis” again entered the
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Thames, young Ghest was a sessoned officer aboard. Thas
was fhe value of the training he was given abourd the
“Conway” emphasized. Ancther vovage Lo Sviney fol
fowed, with a retnrn via India, but this time the passage
from Sydney was made via Torres
Straits instend of vig the Leesunwin
Aguin in London, and the ship was
prdored wot to Svdney, and this thue
she returped round The Horn A Iar
ther trip o Australia, and return via
India. brought some pragse for o ore
markatdy Tast passpes done by the
“(Cornwallis” from Calcutta to Loddon
in eighty-six days, In all, Ghent 1-'&"(1
eleyen  yenrs on the “Uorawa
completing in her twelve or thirteen
vovigess There was only ene of these
5 which was full of incldeng
powas on the way home (vom
Calentia when ahe was strack by @
terrific  northerly gale Just ol The
Agzores. Thiz was on Christmas Day
1867,  Durlpg the height of the di:
turbanee, & meR was wushed over
board and lost, and Ghest narrowly
egeaped being carrisd away with him.
So rough  was the weathsar, that the
Captain  decifed instend of poing gn
thi English Channel the ship's des
pniion wus Taildes to g o emigh
the Pentland Firtk and  down  the
North Sea. The vessel had just passed The Hebrides
when @ tremendous westerly gale set i folfowed hy a
sudden veering of the wind whth hurricane foree from
the south Eventually she shipped a sea when ¢losa
repfed, which strack her on the starboard bow, and simply
swullowed her When she emerged from it the whole
of her boats were zone, the front of the peop had been
siached i, and the saiizs had been burst opi by the deluge
of watar poured inte Lhem New sufls wore rigged. after
ey dithcnlties, and the vessel just managed o drag hor
seff along uniil she entered and cieared the Peptiand et
Most of the provisions aboard had been swepl away by e
sen, amd the crew woere on starvation rations for some duys
until the Captiin managed to get her into an apchorage off
Ahepddeen He hud dnst time o get some provisiond
abvard, bowever, when it came up 1o blow again, and the
sicip had to stand oot from the coust. After & wesk or so
battling with the elements, she wus eventuully got into
Dundee, and there (Ghest left her to visit his people The
ship was taken round  London. and had o be docked for
repairs, amd B was nearly three months hefore our young
officer was called on o again take hiz place aboard for
another voyage. This was his last vovage in the “Corn-
walli=” and it ook biwm again to Svdney, and on to Snn
Franciseo and back to Liverpool He was now secon:d
mate, and hiving a desive to g6 itlo steam, he jeft his oid
ship and signed on ag third mate on the steamer “Gordon
Castle™ for 2 voyvege to China Thie vessel todk him
right up (000 miles of the Yang-ste-Riang to Hankow.
Reaching home again. he sigied on as thrid mate on g
steamer in the Mediterranean irade, and for three yvears
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remained aboard such vesseis.  Whilst In one of them in
u roigh sea in the Bay of Biscay one night. a huge wave
tore the whesl on the bridge round as it banged ngainst
the ridder and ihrew the mon at it over the bridge on to
the fron deck below. @Ghest then ook the wheel, and
precisely the same (hing happened to him. He was un-
fortunate snough, howsver, to break his arm. The next
morning & steward waz dashed against an fron ladder hy
2 hegvy =mes, snd the ladder broke n half. the jagzed iron
togring his arm down from the cibow (o the wrist. The
Skipper then put back to Falmouth, and Ghest and the
sieward were landed. (Ohest was ashore for three months
recupetating. On the expiry of his three years in the
Mediterranean trade, he joined up on Fairfield Shiphuilding
*0.'s steamer “Zealandin,” which with the same company's
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sleamer “Australia,” was destined, in company with the
Pacific Mail Co's “City of New York.,” “City of Syvdney,™
and “City of San Francisen,” to earry on the mail service
betwesn Hydney and San Prancigen. Ghest. who Joined as
third officer, Was len years on this vessel on the Pacific,
and rose ultimately to the position of chief officer aboard
He was promoted as caplaln of the “Australia” in 1852, and
for five years wis her master, taking passengers and cargo
across the Pacific.  In 1887, having been five vesrs mar.
ried, he entered into the ship-broking business fn Svidney,
He has been established in this business ever gluee. Two
of Captain Ghest's sons served at the war with distinction,
but, unfortunately, "went west.” He new resides al Chis
wick with his wife and the remainder of his family.

The | Western  Auetralian  Government's steamer,
“Rwinana,” which was lately burnt out at CUrrnarvon, is
to be sold, as the coxt of repairing her is deemed to be too
greal., It is propesed that the “Bembra" and “Moira™
shall in futurve serve (he norii-wes) cossi, with the assist
ance of the oil steamer "Kangaron.,” The Government is
suid o be miending to purchase another vessel

Bir Kenpeth Anderson and Mr. G E. Geddes, of the
Orient 8. N. Coy.. left Melbouroe for London on 27th Apedl,
Ly the “Orvieto,” after having compleied an agreement
with the Commonwealth GQovernment for the new English
mail coulract

The late Mr. Morgan Bevan John, brass foander. of
Ballarat, who died in February, left £5575 real estate, and
E4L2388 personally to his widow and children

The Minister of Railways and Harbours in South
Afrtes seems & sengikle sort of man Heplying 1o a sug
gestion made in the House of Assembly that the pernicious
example of Aystralia should be followed in the establish
ment of 8 Svoth African Staie feet of Jusrchanl vessels,
e said, if by suech mesans a shipping monopoly were
created in South Afvica, freighis wouwid be trebled: aiddiog
that if the Commonwealth had made a profic on Govern-
ment-owned ships, it was done in exeeptional cirenm-
stunces, Defore forming & conclesion on that point, he
would like (0 see aceounts extending over some years

The facilitios for loading wheat at Porland, Vietoria
are reported to have proved guite satisfactory. Several
Tesedls of deep drawght have loaded there Ba Iar.
325,000 bags have heen pul aboard the various cralt offer-
ing in quick time Ne labonr difffeulty has so fur
o pryed
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HEAD OFFICE: 535 KENT STREET, SYDNEY. H
Branch Office: Hunter Street, Newcastle.
Machmery & Metal Merchants & Manufacturers.
Agents jor-
JEFFREY MMANUFACTURING CO, MECHANICAL HANDLING
- COLUMBUS, U.S.A—Electric Coal Cut- MACHINERY of Every Description.
ters. Electric Locomotives and Coal
S ASSOCIATED BRITISH MACHINE
TOOL MAKERS, LTD.. LONDON.—
SAMUEL OBBORN AND GO, LTD., Consisting of the Best British Manufac- |
SHEFFIELD.—High Speed Steei, Skips, turers of High-class Machine Tools of |
Wheels, etc. St i
Every Description.
HEAD, WRIGHTSON AND CO. LTD.—
“Marcus” Conveyors, Shaking Screens, CARBORUNDUM CO, NIAGARA
atc. i FALLS.—All Classes of Abrasive Material, !
Telephone—Sydney : City 9363.——Neweastle 395




