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The World Ocean Council (WOC) is working with the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission (IOC) to advance the U.N. Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021–2030 
(‘Ocean Decade’), including for the Arctic. 

This builds on the WOC’s longstanding interaction with the IOC, which formally recognized WOC as a key partner 
and the international organization bringing together leaders from ocean industries to collaborate on achieving a 
healthy, productive global ocean and its sustainable development. WOC efforts have focused on engaging ocean 
industries in collecting and sharing data (“SMART Ocean-SMART Industries”). 

The U.N. Ocean Decade offers the Ocean Business Community a unique opportunity to join efforts, 
mobilize resources, create partnerships and engage governments in advancing science for ocean 
sustainable development. 

The Ocean Decade’s Arctic Task Force is developing an ‘Ocean Decade - Arctic Action Plan’ in a 
participatory and consultative process lead by the Danish Center for Marine Research. The Ocean Decade 
Implementation Plan provides the strategic global framework for the Arctic region and identifies actions and 
priorities. 

The ‘Ocean Decade - Arctic Action Plan’ is available for review and feedback from 13 March – 11 April 
2021. 

WOC invites the Ocean Business Community to the online consultation event for the Arctic Action Plan, 
to be held on 16 March 2021, 16:00 - 17:30 CET. Participants will have the opportunity to share feedback on 

the draft Action Plan and network with science, governments, industry and NGO participants. 

To register for the Arctic Action Plan Consultation event, click 

For companies interested in participating in WOC data collecting and sharing program (“SMART Ocean-
SMART Industries”), which enables participants to implement SDG 14.a, click 

WOC efforts in the Arctic region began in 2012 with the pioneering Arctic Business Leadership Council meeting 
in association with the Arctic Council’s Sustainable Development Working Group. Currently WOC is a partner in 
numerous EU Arctic projects including ARICE, Blue Action and PolarNet 2 

The draft Arctic Action Plan and additional details on the process are available here. 
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